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INTRODUCTION
Hi Everyone,

Some of you have probably already disappeared down the harvest hole, but if you find you’ve got some time
to kill between rain events the below might be a good checklist.

LUCERNE AND CLOVER
There’s quite a bit to unpack with these two, so let’s
get started.

Red Gut

| always find red gut very difficult to handle, and
sometimes it seems unavoidable. It is caused by a
highly fermentable diet, with little fibre to fill the gut.
This allows the intestines room to move, and
evidently twisting causing blood to pool in the
intestine. Providing roughage will help to minimise
the effects.

We have had anecdotal success with using
Calsomag + Rumensin, so | suggest giving it a go.
We have a private consultant currently testing it with
a few of his clients in Victoria, so will hopefully hear
the results in the coming months.

Don’t forget that lucerne, in particular, is low in salt,
which can decrease the production gain. Offering
Calsomag + rumensin will provide double benefits,
through the salt intake, as well as the rumensin
component also helping to increase feed conversion
leading to increased weight gain.

Thiamine / B1 Deficiency

Rapid build-up of bacteria in the gut produces
thiaminase. This means bacteria is destroying the
thiamine, therefore causing a deficiency. Lush,
highly fermentable feed is the perfect precursor.

Avoiding acidotic episodes (e.g., pasture acidosis)
will help to reduce the risk.
A deficiency like this, reduces energy availability to
brain — leading to signs such as,

e Blindness

e Sky gazing

e Isolating behaviors

o Easily approached, weepy/swollen eyes
This condition is common in young animals but
there has been a case in cows this year, grazing
clover.
Treatment is simple and effective. If treated early,
the condition will respond within 6 hours to a
Vitamin B1 injection. Vitamin B1 is available
through a veterinarian.
To prevent a B1 deficiency, provision of adequate
fibre and introducing stock gradually onto pastures
is recommended.

Joining

This is not something to deter you, but | would like
to make you aware of the potential risks that can
occur when grazing lucerne and clover dominant
pastures during joining and early pregnancy.
Everyone meet Phytoestrogen. She is a pesky
component of our lucerne and clover varieties,
which when consumed at high concentrations for
an extended period, may disrupt the reproduction
of the ewe.
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This can be through a reduction of oestrogen levels
which lowers the ewe’s ability to ovulate, which may
result in lower conception rates, embryonic death, or
complete infertility.

The flip side to this, is having an extraordinary joining
period, with excellent scanning results.

If you are a Spring/Summer joiner, the options below
may help you work with the feed you have available.

Option 1: Removal of stock, onto dry paddocks or
mixed pasture for one week before joining

Our consulting vet, Dr. Paul Cusack, advises that the
phytoestrogens readily drop out of the body, so if you
were able to move the ewes into a less lush paddock
a week before introducing the rams, they will be
ready to join.

** 1f you still want to utilise the clover or lucerne for
pregnancy, Dr. Cusack, has recommended to wait
three weeks after the ram has come out and then
reintroduce into the lush paddock. This will allow for
‘maternal recognition’.

Option 2: Dilution with supplementary feed

If we’re joining at this time of year, and do not have
an alternate paddock, Dr. Cusask has suggested
that dilution through supplementary feeding will help
to alleviate some issues

The research, and producer success, around this
particular topic is extremely split. We definitely had
success in 18/19, when it was dry and the lucerne
was stressed. However, while it can appear isolated,
we have certainly had it go the other way as well.

We are always happy to discuss options with you, as
every farm, every season and every goal is different.

SUMMER WORMS

Similar to last year, the milder start to Spring has
allowed our winter worms (Black Scour in
particular) to hang around a little longer. They have
had a very productive 12 months, and we are
seeing very high numbers across all classes of
sheep, and across all areas of the Riverina. You
may not think your sheep are wormy, but if the
counts we are seeing is anything to go by, there is
a 99.9% chance that they are. The feed in front of
stock, and the condition they are still in, is certainly
helping with their ability to withstand higher than
usual counts.

However, there is only a matter of time before we
see real issues. At the very least, we will have huge
production impacts, meaning more time on feed to
achieve the same weight.

The one thing that is different this year, is that
Barber’s Pole looks to be wanting to join the group.
This time of year is their typical season, and we are
seeing them build rapidly as the weeks go by.

PRE-HARVEST CHECKS
To finish, a checklist before harvest really kicks off.

"1 Fly protection
If you haven’t already, a fly product needs to be
applied. Please come in and discuss your options.

71 Summer Drench
As we just discussed, worms are around in a big
way. Please get in contact so we can do an egg
count and make the right choice to get us through
Summer.

[ Update Pulpy Kidney
If you haven’t vaccinated your stock within the last
2-3 months, please find the time to update their
vaccination status. By the time we finish harvest,
they could be 2-3 months overdue, and with the rain
persisting, the pastures are staying relatively fresh.

[0  Supplements
Make sure you have your supplements out and
topped up. The green feed will do a good job, but
we need to capitalise on the potential weight gains
and offer Calsomag + Rumensin. This will also put
us in a good mineral status for stubble feeding and
joining in the new year.

Hopefully, you found some tips to implement before
harvest, which will make such a busy time easier.
As per usual please do not hesitate to contact
myself or your preferred person in your branch, to
discuss any of the above, or any other issues you
are encountering.

Thanks,
Soph

Delta Agribusiness Henty
Mobile: 0436 638 143
Phone: 02 6929 3415
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Disclaimer: This newsletter is for the benefit of clients. It is not intended to be a complete analysis of all issues raised in the newsletter. As
individual circumstances can vary, further professional advice should always be sought before any course of action is undertaken.
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