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INTRODUCTION 
Afternoon Everyone, 
See below a few notes on upcoming issues and areas we need to try and turn part of our focus to. 
We’ve come into Autumn with a good start, stock are looking great and early sown crops are showing 
promise. Here’s to a little bit of April rain to kick us along. 
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However, as we know, summer feed tends to 
mature and become unpalatable quicker than our 
winter feed. This meant that any fresh feed coming 
through at the base of the plant was being 
preferentially grazed, resulting in stock eating 
closer to the ground. 
Along with the feed heigh, I believe general cover 
was also a huge pro for the worms. It provided them 
with protection from extreme heat (or cold), and by 
simply allowing them to find the ideal conditions for 
survival.  
 
Now to come back to our pre-lambing drench 
decision, a pre-lambing drench is non-negotiable. I 
still believe conducting a worm count is pertinent to 
accurately deciding which oral drench is necessary, 
and always a good check to see if our summer 
drenching has been successful.  
As for the use of long-acting products, these will be 
highly important if you are utilising a paddock that 
was grazed at any stage over the last six to eight 
months.  
With capsules being quite unavailable at this stage, 
the long acting injectables will be the choice of 
product. They will provide protection for 90 days. 
This will allow a constant kill of everything that is 
 

WORMS PRE-LAMBING 
Many of you have heard me speak on the use of 
capsules and long acting injectables as a tool for this 
year’s pre-lambing drench. 
With the spring and summer counts we have been 
seeing, plus the rate of infestation after a drench, I 
think it is clear; we don’t have any clean paddocks. 
 
To digress for a moment, the definition of a clean 
paddock is hard to define. Over winter it is near 
impossible to achieve unless we’re experiencing a 
dry cold winter. Not something the last two years 
have provided, and certainly not something that is 
predicted for this winter. 
Over summer, it becomes a little easier. It generally 
comes down to paddocks being spelled for an 
extended period, in conjunction with a dry hot 
summer. Again, not at all the spring/summer period 
we have had, nor did we experience in 2020. 
 
The mild, wet weather we’ve had has been perfect 
for worm survival and breeding. The conditions have 
also allowed feed to continue to grow, which has its 
pros and cons. 
The height of the feed is usually a pro, as it causes 
the stock to graze higher, rather than closer to the 
ground where the worms are inhabiting.  
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ANIMAL HEALTH MANAGEMENT UPDATE 

ingested, and by doing that reducing the burden that 
the lambs are going to be born onto, and eventually 
graze. 
 
In 2021 we had some areas reaching weaning with 
some highly infected lambs. Drenching at marking 
would’ve been a band aid solution, but it is far from 
best practice and can be handled in a much safer 
way by managing the ewe at pre-lambing. 
If you find yourself with worm burdens at a less than 
ideal time, please do not hesitate to contact your 
preferred store to discuss your options. 
 
Also, as a side note, please keep your supplement 
tubs and troughs full prior to, during lambing, and 
throughout lactating. We have been hearing a few 
people being affected by hypocalcaemia as their 
ewes attempt to keep on top of their calcium 
requirements. The ewe requirements could be so 
high that only a few days without supplements can 
cause her to fall into a huge deficient, and 
unfortunately die. 
 
GRAZING CROPS 
As is standard for this time of year, we have early 
sown grazing canola showing its head, and close to 
being able to graze. 
A quick reminder into what provisions we need to 
have in place before placing stock onto these crops. 

1. Fibre - at least for the first couple of weeks. 
This will allow for an adjustment period while 
the microbial environment of the rumen 
changes. 

2. Vaccinate - ensure you vaccinate any stock 
onto green feed. We may be coming off 
some relatively dry feed, and this will be the 
drastic change to bring on pulpy kidney. 

3. Supplements – calsomag + rumensin will 
provide enhanced utilisation of the feed, a 
balanced ratio of calcium and magnesium 
appropriate for young growing bodies, or 
lambing/lactating ewes, as well as a stable 
rumen to reduce the effects of pasture 
acidosis. 

 
If you do not wish to use a product with ionophores, 
such as rumensin or bovatec (as you may in a 
feedlot situation), please contact your preferred 
store. We have access to loose lick supplements 
that are able to provide health benefits, and in turn 
feed utilisation benefits, without the need to use 
ionophores. 
 

There are some people that are selling into markets 
that do not allow the use of ionophores, so the Pro 
Agni products could be a good fit. 
 
MARKING REQUIREMENTS 
Below are a few reminders to get you ready for 
marking, as we are experiencing a few delays 
across different product lines. 
 

1. As we’re coming into lambing and calving, 
please consider your tag orders. We have 
had communication from the tag companies 
that they are experiencing delays across 
most of their product lines. At the moment 
some companies are experiencing a five-to-
six-week delay. 

Please do not wait until the last minute, because we 
will not be able to speed up these orders. 
 

2. If you are able, it would also be great to let 
your preferred store know what your 
vaccine requirements will be at marking. 
With the floods continuing to impact the 
North Coast, we are experiencing delivery 
delays. As you can expect, this difficulty is 
easing, but to secure product it may be in 
your best interest. 

 
3. Tri-Solfen orders will begin to be placed as 

well. I work off previous year’s numbers, 
and do not tend to over order, due to the 
short date that Tri-Solfen carries. If you are 
looking to use Tri-Solfen on rings and/or 
mulseing wounds, do not hesitate to let your 
store know. 

 
 
Hopefully, you found some tips to implement which 
will make such a busy time easier. As per usual 
please do not hesitate to contact myself or your 
preferred person in your branch, to discuss any of 
the above, or any other issues you are 
encountering. 
 
 
 

Thanks, 
Soph 
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